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“The Truth of History.”

A recent editorial article in the Harrvisburg ZTelegraph,
the immediate organ of the Camerons, father and son, re-
peated the often corrected claim of some of the less dis.
ereot of General Cameron’s friends, that he was one of the
few men who appreciated the magnitude of the rebellion
at the beginning of the war, and wanted five hundred
thousand troops snmimoned into the service at once.  We
assime that General Cameron himself is not a party to
this claim of exceptional knowledge of the sitanation at
the commencement of hostilities between the North and
the South, for he well knows that the record is so coneius.
ively against him on the issue that he would not permit
himself 1o be exposed to the just eriticisin that such folly
must provoke, Having corrected the error of the Harris-
burg Zalegraph in a recent article, that journal returns to
the defense of its position, and in its issne of Monday
SQyS

“The Philadelphia Times essays to dispute the state-
ment of General W. W, H. Daviz that had General Cam.-
eron's views prevailed at the beginning of the war, the
first call for troops would have been for 500,000 instead of
for 75,000, It was expected that the Times would attenipt
to deny this statement ; and it was not less expected that
McClure woulld essay to give himself and Curtin con-
jointly the eredit for being the first in the nation to com
prehend the wide-spread extent of the war.

# #* We are content to rest the question whether Gen-
eral Cameron urged that 500,000 volunteers be called ont
at the outbreak of the war on General Davis' testimony.”’

We pass over the chara teristic reference to Governor
Curtin and the editor of this jowrnal, as we propose to
present the facts bearing directly on the point of dispute,
and to settle thens so that they will be questioned here-
after only by ignorance or falsehood.

On the 15th of April, 1861, President Lincoln issned a
proclamation calling for seventy-five thousand men to
serve for the period of three months, The quota assigned
to Pennsylvania was first sixteen regiments of infantry,
and afterwards reduced to fourteen: Major General Puat-
terson, of this city, was assigned to the eomnmand of **The
Department of Washingion,” embracing the States of
Penmsylvania, Delawave and Maryland and the Distriet of
Columbia. General Pattersou promptly repaired to Har-
risburg to assume the responsible command assigned to
him, and before he had any organized military force, the
uprising in Baltimore, the hostile attitude of the popula-
tion of that city and the destructionof the railroad bridges,
severed all commuunication between the loyal States and
their capital.

For some days General Patterson, who was the military
commander of all the territory between Harrisburg and
Washington. and specially charged with its protection,
was without orders from General Scott or the Secretary
of War, and upable to communicate with them in any
way. The quota of Peansylvania was promptly filled and
a large excess of volunteers was offered to Governor Cuar
tin. General Patterson deseribes the situation in his
“ History of the Shenandoah Valley Camnpaign,” page 28,
as follows:

“The interraption of all communication with Washing-
ton left me, in vhe absence of orders, to rely wholly onmy
own judgment as the Commander of the Department, and
I then took a step by which I inenrred very great respon-
sibility,and althongh I received the implied censuye of the
War Department by the revoeation of my order, as soon as
they was able to communicate with the North, yet T have
never regretted it, and 1 confidently appeal to subsequent
events to justify my action.”

The step referred to by General Patterson that called
forth the * implied censure’ of Secretary Cameron was
his formal requisition upon Governor Curtin, dated April
25, 1861, in which he said:

‘1 feel it my duty to express to you my clear and de-
cided opinion that the foree at the disposal of this depart-
ment should be inereased without delay. 1 have, there-
fore. to request your Excellency to direct that twenty-five
additional regiments of infantry and one regiment of cav-
alry be called for forthwith, to be mustered into the ser-

vice of the United States '

Governor Curtin fully coincided with General Patterson
in the call made upon him, and he at onee issued his pro-
clamation for men to fill the new requisition that would
have placed forty thousand Pennsylvania troops in the
field at once, and twenty-six thousand of them would have
been without the exeusc seized upon by some of the three
months’ men to march away from the first battle-field to
the music of the enemy's cannon, because their term of
service had expived, The response to Governor Cartin's
call was prompt from every section of the Commonwealth,
and the whole requisition would have been filled in o few
days bad pot Secretary Cameron availed himsell of the
first veopening of communication with the North to notify
General Pasterson that his requisition for twenty-six
thousand troops to serve for the war was unconditionally
revoked, stating, to use the exuaet language of Seeretary
Cameron to General Patterson, that it was ** more import-
ant to reduce than to enlarge the number’ of the original
call by the President.

The writer hergof well remembers the consultation that
followed at the Executive Chamber, between General
Patterson and his stafl’ and the civil anthorities of the
State. There was but one judgment shared by all—that
the troops would he needed, and John Sherman, then Sen-
ator and volunteer aid on General Patterson’s stafl], was
instrneted to confer with Seeretary Cameron and convince
him that the troops called for in Pennsylvania would be
needed and should be accopted. What Secretary Came-
ron’s views of the necessity for five hundred thousand
troops were at that time, is best stated by Sherman’s re-
port to General Patterson after he had vainly pleaded for
a large army. In his repoit, dated May 30, 1561, he
BAYS:

“1 have had, as you suggested, un interview with the
Becretiry of War. He says that he cannot now accept
any more regiments for the war; that no doubt the three
years’ men will be needed, but that the question of their
accoptance for the war canvnot be decided until near the
expiration of the present enlistment.
that if the aspect of affairs is not materially changed,
these regiments will be accepted if within the next month
th?‘yh.LUﬂtif}' your confidence in them.”

troops proffered by Pennsylvania to serve ““for the
m’mw to General Patterson’s requisition, were
thus by Secretary Cameron because he preferred

I feel well assured
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re-enlistment of the three months’ men for three yvears, as
very wisely suggested by General Patterson, What was
done with the men who had volunteered and reached
Harrishurg in obedience to Governor Curtin's proolama-
tion, is thus stated in hix next message to the Legislature:

“Men more than safficient in number to form some ter
regiments of the Reserve Corps had, previous to the call
of 16th May, been accepted by me in pursuance of a call
on me (afterwards resecinded) for twenty-five regimouts,
and were then already assenbled, and subject to my con-
trol. Most of these men volunteered for the Reserve
Corps, and were immediately organized.”

The refusal of Secretary Cameron to allow the three
months' men in General Patterson's command to enlist
“for the war,” as was nrged by Senator Sherman, made
the army slow to accept discipline and unwilling to re-
main in the service‘after their terms expired. General
Patterson wrote the Seeretary of War from Charlestown,
Vi, on the 17th oY July, that *‘the terms of service of
the Pennsylvania troops (eighteen regiments) expire with-
in scven days. [ ean rely on noue of them rénewing ser
vice.”'  Again, on the 10th of July, he advised Secretary
Cameron that ** almost all the threé months' volunteers
refuse to serve an hour over their time.”” On the 21§l
July the disastrous battle of Bull Run was fought, and
the Union army harled back apon Washington in utter
demoralization—some of the Pennsylvania troops having
left the field on the eve of the contlict beeausa their terms
had expired, and the War Department had refused to fe-
cept their enlistment, under Patterson’s order and advice,
to serve **for the war.”’

The troops rejected by Seoretary Cameron were accepted
by Pennsylvania and organized under a special law of the
State directing the ereation of the Pennsylvania Reserve
Corps.  The State assamed all responsibility for the Re-
serves, appropriating three millions of dollars for the pur-
pose, as the Secretary of War, himself a Pennsylvanian,
not only revoked the order ealling for their service, but
declared that they were not needed.  Most of these regi-
ments were organized when the Bull Run defeat tanght
the country how the national authorities had failed to ap-
preciate the magnitude of the war, and the President, the
Seerctary of War, and every sincere patriot in the land
trembled for the safety of the eapital. There were no re-
serves any place which had been provided by the Seoretary
of War, for they were uniformly declared to bbb unneces-
sary. It was then that the hearts of loyal men swelled
up with gratitude to General Patterson and Governor Cur-
tin, as the lightning flashed the news from State so State
that the Pennsylvania Reserves were in readiness and on
their march to Washington to reinforce the ronted army
of Bull Run: and never was snch gratelful music heard by
President Lineolny Secrptary Cameron, and the affrighted
host of Congress, as that of the steady step of the Penn-
sylvania Reserves as they marched along Pennsylvania
avenue to reinspire the decimated and almost despairing
army that clustered on the Virginia heights opposite
Washington.

Until Janvary, 1865, when Governoy Curtin retired from
the gubernatorial chair; the orders of the Secretary of
War and the correspondence between the State authorities
and the War Department relating to the aceeptance of the
additional troops called for by General Patterson and
proffered by Pennsylvania, were on file in the Military
Department of the Componwealth ; but they have since
then been abstracted from the records both at Harrisburg
and at Washington: By whom it was done and why it
was dong, we do net assume to decide ; but in the light of
the now undisputed events of the war, it is most improb-
able that General Patterson or Governor Curtin was in-
strumental m abstracting those important pages from the
military archives of the State and nation. '

-

After eleven yoars' wial Congress has determined to re-
peal the Bankrupt law, and there is already a flood pf
petitions pouring in from people who wish to take advan
tage of its provisions duoring the short time still remain-
ing  There can be little ﬂuu%t. though the law is far from
perfect, that its repeal will be followed by a worse state of
things than now exists with regard to insolvent estates.

In the absence of a general law applying to the whole |

gountry. the only statutes that come into operation are
the State insolvent laws., These necessarily differ con-
siderably from eiach other in detail ; and in the light
receiily thrown upon the divergence of views as to the
relation of debtor and creditor existing in different parts
of the country, it may be predicted in the future that there
will be move radical differences than ever. In lending
States the law will be made to favor the creditor ; in bor-
rowing States, the debtor. But besides this, insolvent
laws have vo eflfect beyond State boundaries, and no sueh
thing as a complete discharge of a bankrupt is possible
under them, except after tedious and wasteful proceedings
in the courtsof every State in which he owes debts. SBuch
i eondition of things puts a premium en frandulent pre-
ferences and all sorts of dishonest praetices.  One natur-
ally asks, therefore, why, in the face of all these objec-
tions, the repeal is still msisted on.  The answer to this
is, we believe, 1st, that unwise amendments made a fow-
years ago destroyed the efficiency of the law ; and, 2d,

that there is in the United States at large an aversion to a |

general bankrupt law, which in ordinary times is always
strong enough to prevent the retention of any statute on

the subject. “‘Our people,”” as the Washington politicians |
We fear if this feel-

say, "*do not like bankrupt laws.™
ing were traced to its souree, it would be found to spring
from a suspicion that debtors are better off without than
with such laws. The present act was passed at the elose
of the war, and its object was rathey to enable debtors to
get a complete discharge than to help ogeditors.  Having
secured this object the weight of the law begins to be felt,
and & movement is set. on foot for its repeal. This sort of
bankruptey see-saw has been going ou from the very be-
ginning of the Government, bankrupt laws being passed
and repealed, not in pursuance of a far-seeing and com-
prehensive policy, but as a temporary make-shift from
time to time. as legislation or the want of it makes itself
uncomfortably felt,

Politeness.
Unselfish people are always polite, because good man-
ners are only the absence of selflshnegs, They are the

WAROF 1812!
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A NEW PENSION LAW!

Glad Tidings To Survivors and Widows!

The following is an abstract of the law grant-
ing pensions to soldiers and sailors of the war

of eighteen hnndred and twelve, and their

widows :

Be it enacted by the Senate and House af fn'r.-‘_.f!'c':?r' niniteas
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension-rolls the
names of the surviving officers and eutisted and drafted
men, without regard to color, including militia and volun-
teers, of the military and naval service of the United

:
States, who served for fourteen davs in the war with Great
Britain of 1812, or who were in any engagement, and
were honorably discharged and the surviving widows of
such officers and enlisted and drafted men,

Sec. 2. Provides that the pemsion shall Dhe at $8 per
month, no person to be entitled to two pensions, and also
provides that the widow's pension shall stop if she remar-
ries.

Sre. 3. Provides as to the mianner of making proof, fo
the punishment of false witnesses and perjury in sguch
claims—that the loss of a disgharge shall not be a bar to
pension, provided other proof can be made of service, and
also provides that where any person has received o land
warrant for services in the war of 1812, that it shall be
prima facie proof of rvight to pension under thig act.

Siue. 4. Provides that all applications heretofore or

whieh may heveafter he made shall be considered as though

made under this act.

All persons included in the above law should
at once send names and addresses to Georan E.
LeyoxN, Lock Box 47, Washington, D. C.

Tue lawyers in Congress are anxious for the
repeal of the bankrupt act, becaunse under the
present national system their practice in the
way of collections, adjustments, and consequent
litigation in the State courts is interfered with.
Unselfiish patriots they claim to be, but unfor-
tunately their course in these premisessuggests
a suspicion of looking out for No. One,
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American Toys.

We have turned the tables on our neighbors. Not
many years ago a large portion of the toys used by the
children of America came from Europe. DBut now not
only are the many inventions which have originated in
our conntry songht by foreigners, but toys formerly made

abroad are manufactured more c¢heaply here, and the Old

World buys largely from the New. Last year the export
trade in toys was over $1,000,000. American steam toys
have rapidly multiplied within a few years, and fre export-
ed in large quantities ; also tin and wooden toys, which
must excel BEuropean products in style, finish, and cheap-
ness. Thus every year adds something to our progress.
Al B .
Advantages of Conversation.

Conversation calls out into light what has been lodged
in the recesses and seoret chambers of the soul, By oc-
casional hints and incidents, it brings old useful notions
into rememberance ; it unfolds and displays the hidden

treasure of knowledge with which reading, observation,

and study, bave before furnished the mind. By mutual
discourse the soul is awakened and allured to bring forth
its hoards of knowledge, and it learns how te render
them most useful to mankind. A man of vast reading,
without conversation, is like a miser, who lives only for
himself.

-

Slang.

It is lamentably eagy to fall into the habit of using slang
phrases.  You fist begin by using mild terms, such as
“Good gracious!” ““Merey sakes!"” ete. Soon you require
something stronger, and still stronger, till, after using all
the ‘“‘by-words,”’ you are on the brink of swearing, al-
though, when you first began, you had no idea of such a
thing, The habitual use of slang phrases should be
classed with intemperance, and is generally found with it,
as are also a great many other vices, Boys quickly form
the habit by hesring their elders. Even the babe just
learning to talk repeats them, and by some one is thought
smart or cunning, and is even encouraged in it. In after
life would not the parent have given worlds to have in-
structed the child differently ?

. ST
Secluded.

Russian women lead very quiet lives. They go out of

Woing unto others as we we would wish to be done unto, doors with their children, but seldom with their husbands;
A thoughtfulness for the comfort of those about us, a ' and a man is not expected to take notice of another man’s

less than the original quota of three month's men to a  pleasant smile, a kind word—these are the ingredients of | wife by bowing to her when passing in the street. Mar-
'ried coquetts are seldom found among them.

larger number, and he would not even accept the proposed

- which good manners are chiefly composed.




